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Get Ready for Adventureé 

JOURNEY WEST  
THE LEWIS & CLARK STORY  
For Grades 1 ð 8 
 

 

On August 31, 1803, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark left Pittsburgh 

for an epic expedition to the Pacific Ocean. In only the second recorded 

transcontinental crossing of North America, Lewis and Clark set out to 

explore the new territory acquired with the Louisiana Purchase. Along the 

way they studied the western terrain, wildlife, and Native American tribes, 

making the journey one of the most important expeditions in American 

History. Take your students on an exciting adventure with Lewis and Clark 

as they forge a new trail to the uncharted west. Travel up the Missouri River, 

across the Continental Divide and on to the Pacific Northwest. This original 

musical is sure to expand your students' understanding of the Western 

Expansion and provide a rollicking good time along the way!
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Where in the World Are You? 
Learn about Latitude and Longitude 

 

 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ Wŀƴƛǎ IŜǊōŜǊǘΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Lewis and Clark for Kids: Their Journey of 
Discovery with 21 Activities. 

 
Navigators and explorers use crisscrossing lines on maps or globes to find their way or to 
determine their exact location.   
 
Latitude lines run horizontally, or across a map or globe (east and west), in lines parallel 
ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ όŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭǎέύΣ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ сф ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǇŀǊǘΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ 
assigned a number, called a άŘŜƎǊŜŜΤέ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳŀǘƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǊȅ ƭƛƴŜ ŎƛǊŎƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ 
of the earth, is 0 degrees.  The South Pole is 90 degrees south, while the North Pole is 90 
degrees north (these numbers are based on the idea that a circle ς the globe ς has 360 
degrees; if you walked from the equator to the South Pole, you would have walked one 
fourth of the way around the earth, and 90 times 4 equal 360). 
 
Longitudinal lines run vertically or north and south, or up and down, a map or a globe; 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άƳŜǊƛŘƛŀƴǎΣέ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ ǘhe poles and are farthest apart at the equator 
(approximately 69 miles apart).  Navigators decided that Greenwich, England, would be 
the site of the Prime Meridian, which is 0 degrees longitude.  Longitude lines are evenly 
spaced around the earth 180 degrees east and west from Greenwich. 
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What if you were President Jefferson, sitting at your desk in Washington, D.C., and you 
ǎŀƛŘΣ άaǊΦ [ŜǿƛǎΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ hŎŜŀƴΦέ   {ŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ [Ŝǿƛǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ άIƻǿ ŦŀǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ  Iƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ 
out the answer? 
 

1) On a globe or a map, locate the mouth of the Columbia River (at Astoria, 
Oregon).  

2) Locate Washington, D.C., on a map or a globe. 
3) What are the latitudes of these two locations? 

 
If each degree of latitude is 69 miles, approximately how many miles north of 
Washington, D.C., is the Columbia River? 
 

1) Now figure out the longitude of Astoria, Oregon. 
2) What is the longitude of Washington, D.C.? 
3) How many degrees west of Washington D.C. is the Columbia River?  If they were 

along the equator, how many miles apart would they be?  Will the actual 
distance Lewis will travel be shorter or longer than this? 

4) Now look for your own hometown.  What is its latitude?  What is its longitude?  
If President Jefferson summoned you to Washington, how long would it take you 
to get there? 
Answers:  
1) The Columbia River is approximately 46 degrees north. 
2) Washington, D.C., is approximately 39 degrees north. 
3) The Columbia River is 483 miles north of Washington, D.C. (46 degrees ς 39 

degrees = 7 degrees; 7 degrees x 69 miles = 483 miles. 
4) The Columbia River is approximately 124 degrees west.  Washington, D.C. is 

approximately 77 degrees west. 
5) The Columbia River is 47 degrees west of the Columbia River (124 degrees ς 

77 degrees = 47 degrees).  If they were both along the equator, they would 
be 3,243 miles apart (47 degrees x 69 miles = 3,243 miles). 

6) The actual distance for Lewis would be shorter. The farther you are from the 
equator, the closer together the longitude lines are, so in the United States 
the longitudinal lines are fewer than 69 miles apart. 
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The Journey of Lewis and Clark: A Timeline 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ Wŀƴƛǎ IŜǊōŜǊǘΩǎ Lewis and Clark for Kids: Their Journey of 
Discovery with 21 Activities. 
 
1743     Thomas Jefferson is born 
 
1770     William Clark is born 
 
1773     Boston Tea Party 
 
1774     Meriwether Lewis is born 
 
1775     Revolutionary War begins 
 
1776     Continental Congress adopts Declaration of Independence 
 
1783     Revolutionary War ends 
 
1788 U.S. Constitution is ratified; George Washington is 

elected president 
 
1789 Clark joins militia 
 
1792 Captain Robert Gray enters Columbia River 
 
1794 Whiskey Rebellion; Lewis joins militia 
 
1800 Jefferson is elected president 
 
1801 Lewis becomes President JeffŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
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1802  Jefferson asks Lewis to command an expedition to the 
West 

 
1803 Louisiana Purchase.  Lewis invites Clark to join him in 

command of the expedition 
 
1804 President Jefferson is reelected; Vice President Aaron 

Burr kills Alexander Hamilton 
 
1805-1806 Lewis and Clark expedition 
 
1807 Lewis is appointed governor of Louisiana Territory and 

Clark is appointed brigadier general of militia and 
superintendant of Indian affairs, Louisiana Territory 

 
1809 Lewis dies 
 
1812 War of 1812 
 
1813 Clark is appointed governor of Missouri Territory 
 
1814 The journals of Lewis and Clark are published 
 
1826 Jefferson dies 
 
1838 Clark dies 
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Thomas Jeffersonôs Great Dream 

 
 
Thomas Jefferson, who wrote the Declaration of Independence, was elected the third president 
of the United States in 1800.  The United States was a small country at this time; it included only 
sixteen states and its territory ended on the eastern banks of the Mississippi River.  Most 
Americans lived in a narrow strip of land along the Atlantic Ocean, although a few adventurous 
settlers had moved into what is now Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky, and Tennessee.  But 
beyond this area were thousands of miles of uncharted territory.  These lands had been claimed 
by Britain, France, Russia, and Spain ς and, of course, nations of American Indian tribes already 
lived there.  All of these countries wanted as much North American land as they could get, but 
fur traders were the only people of European descent who had done any exploring in the area 
between the Missouri River and the Pacific Ocean. 
 

 
 



 
7 

Thomas Jefferson had a dream that one day the United States would stretch all the way across 
the continent from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific.  In 1803, he got the chance to double the 
size of the country: the French emperor, Napoleon Bonaparte, offered to sell the Louisiana 
Territory to the United States.  Napoleon asked for $15 million for 820,000 square miles: the 
Louisiana Territory was much larger than the present-Řŀȅ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ 
now reached to the border of lands owned by Spain in the southwest and California and to the 
edge of the Oregon Territory on the Pacific Ocean.  Suddenly, the United States became one of 
the largest countries in the world. 
 

The Louisiana Purchase is in a sense the making moment of American history because by 
buying Louisiana, Jefferson not only doubled the size of the country with the single 
stroke of a pen ς it was unprecedented in history to buy an empire ς but also by buying 
this territory, he essentially removed Britain, Russia, France, and Spain from serious 
contention on this continent. 
    -- Clay Jenkinson, historian 
 

 
 

Exercise: Name the States! 
 
The map above shows the areas that were added to the United States after the Louisiana 
Purchase.  Thirteen present-day states are included in that territory!  Can you name them all?  
(The answer is at the end of this page.) 
 

 
Now that the Louisiana Territory was under U.S. control, Jefferson could do something he had 
always wanted to do: explore it, and find out what was out there.  He sent two U.S. army 
officers ς Meriwether Lewis and William Clark ς to explore the Northwest territory in May of 
1804.  He called thŜƛǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ άǘƘŜ /ƻǊǇǎ ƻŦ 5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅΦέ 
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Jefferson loved the notion of discovery.  He loved the idea that this continent was a 
treasure house of the unprecedented and we were going to describe it and fall in love 
with it.  But . . .  Jefferson was [also] a quite shrewd geopolitician. . . .  For him, [this] was 
partly a practical matter of making sure that this continent was going to belong to us 
and then ς secondarily and more interestingly ς his enlightenment program, which was 
ǘƻ ǎŀȅΥ ά[ŜǘΩǎ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǘhe woolly mammoth is still roaming on the Great Plains 
somewhere.  What does the source of the Missouri really look like?  What kinds of 
LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΚέ 
 

Â Clay Jenkinson, historian 
 
Jefferson told Lewis and Clark that they were to: 
 
× Plot the course of the Missouri River (the longest river in the United States, 200 miles 

longer than the Mississippi), noting its tributaries, islands, and rapids. 
 
× Look for the Northwest Passage, a waterway many people thought could be traveled 

across North America to the Pacific Ocean.  Anyone who charted this route would have 
a strong claim to the land and its resources. 

 
× ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǘǊƛōŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ άǘƻ ōŜ 

neighborly, friendly, ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦέ  [Ŝǿƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜǎΣ ǘŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ 
their numbers, and study their languages and customs. 

 
× Gather plant and animal specimens, record the climate and weather changes, take soil 

samples, and examine fossils and minerals. 
 

(Answer to exercise: Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, 

Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Colorado, and 

Wyoming) 
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The Organization of the  Corps of Discovery  
 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark were both the leaders of the Corps of Discovery.  Lewis 
wanted Clark to be a co-commander, so he asked the War Department (which is what the 
Department of Defense was called at the time) to promote his colleague from lieutenant to 
captain, a rank equal to his own.  When the Department refused, Lewis was furious and told 
/ƭŀǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ άŎŀǇǘŀƛƴέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
equal partners. 
 
Lewis and Clark then appointed three other men to be sergeants: John Ordway, Charles Floyd, 
and Nathaniel Pryor. (Patrick Gass would be promoted to replace Charles Floyd after his death.) 
 
Twenty-two more men were organized into three squadrons under the three sergeants.  Since 
the journey was a military operation, all of these men, if they were not already in the army, had 
to be sworn in.  The twenty-five soldiers under Lewis and Clark were expected to handle the 
keelboat and to travel with them all the way to the Pacific Ocean; however, some of them would 
leave along the way ς and some would join the expedition, such as Sacagawea, a Shoshone 
ǿƻƳŀƴΣ ƘŜǊ ōŀōȅ όWŜŀƴ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘŜ /ƘŀǊōƻƴƴŜŀǳΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άtƻƳǇέύΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻǳǎǎŀƛƴǘ /ƘŀǊōƻƴƴŜŀǳΣ ŀƴ 
ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ŀŎŀƎŀǿŜŀΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ    !ƭǎƻ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǿŜǊŜ ¸ƻǊƪΣ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-
American slave and George Drouillard, an interpreter.  In all, about thirty-three people went all 
the way to the Pacific and back; there were some seven more soldiers and ten boatmen who 
traveled only part of the way and then were to return in the keelboat with specimens, maps, 
and written reports.  The thirty-ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜƴǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άtŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ tŀǊǘȅΦέ   
 
!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǇǎ ǿŀǎ [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ŘƻƎΣ {ŜŀƳŀƴΣ ŀ bŜǿŦƻǳƴŘƭŀƴŘ ƘŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ 
Pittsburgh for twenty dollars. 
 
On the next page, you can see how they were organized: 
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The  Permanent  Party  
 

The  Co -Commanders  

        
    Captain Meriwether Lewis                    Captain William Clark 
 

The Sergeants  
 

Sergeant John Ordway Sergeant Charles Floyd Sergeant Nathaniel Pryor 
Sergeant Patrick Gass 

 

The Soldiers  
 
Private William Bratton  Private John Collins  Private John Colter  
Private Pierre Cruzatte  Private Joseph Field  Private Reuben Field 
Private Robert Frazer  Private George Gibson  Private Silas Goodrich 
Private Hugh Hall  Private Thomas Howard  Private François Labiche 
Private Jean Baptiste LePage Private Hugh McNeal  Private John Potts 
Private George Shannon Private John Shields  Private John Thompson 
Private Peter Weiser  Private William Werner  Private Joseph Whitehouse 
Private Alexander Willard Private Richard Windsor  
 

Other Members of the Corps  
George Drouillard 

Sacagawea and ñPompò  Toussaint Charbonneau  The Slave  

     
York 
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The Dog  
 

 
Seaman 
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Seaman: The Captainôs Dog 
 

 
 
aŜǊǊƛǿŜǘƘŜǊ [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ŘƻƎΣ {ŜŀƳŀƴΣ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊǇǎΦ  [Ŝǿƛǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ Ƙƛǎ 
ŘƻƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭǎΣ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ Ƙƛǎ ŘƻƎΩǎ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
encountered, how Seaman went hunting and brought dinner home for the expedition, and how 
the dog saved members of the Corps from being trampled by a buffalo.  At the library you can 
ŦƛƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [Ŝǿƛǎ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀǊƪ ŜȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ 
view.  Here are selections from three of these books: 
 

Seamanôs Journal: On the Trail with Lewis and Clark  

by Patricia Reeder Eubank 
 

 
 
My name is Seaman.  I am a male dog from Pennsylvania, and Meriwether Lewis paid twenty 
dollars for me.  I am a Newfoundland.  I have two coats of fur, a thick soft undercoat and a long 
silky outer coat so I never get cold.  I love water and have big, furry, webbed feet, which make 
me an excellent swimmer.  I weigh almost 150 pounds.  We Newfoundlands love children and 
are very loyal.  I will protect my master with my life. 

On the Plains of the Dakota, 1804 
L ǘǊŀƛƭ [Ŝǿƛǎ ǳǇ ǎǘŜŜǇ Ƙƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ŘŜŜǇ ǾŀƭƭŜȅǎΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ōƻōŎŀǘΣ ŜƭƪΣ ōǳŦŦŀƭƻΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǘŜƭƻǇŜΦ  
I chased the antelope and took one to cook.  One day we counted thirty-six bald eagles soaring 
above our heads! 
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Off the Teton River, September 1804 
²Ŝ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƛǾŜǊ ¢Ŝǘƻƴ wƛǾŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¢Ŝǘƻƴ {ƛƻǳȄ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ά.ŀŘ wƛǾŜǊΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ōŀŘ ŀǊŜ 
the manners of the Sioux!  They carried my master on a painted buffalo robe to their camp.  
They placed him on a white buffalo skin where he smoked the peace pipe with the council 
ŎƘƛŜŦǎΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ {ƛƻǳȄ ƎǊŀōōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΩǎ ǊƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǳǎΦ  
They wanted tobacco and our pirogue.  When Lewis threw tobacco at the chief, they let us go. 
 
I was glad to get away. The Sioux eat dogs! 
 

Fort Mandan, November 1804 
It is very cold.  My fur keeps me warm, but the men suffer.  We have met the Mandan and the 
Hidatsa tribes.  Both are peaceful farmers.  The men have built a camp and named it in honor of 
the Mandans. 
 
A French Canadian fur trader named Toussaint Charbonneau came into camp, and Lewis hired 
him as interpreter and cook.  His Shoshone wife, Sacajawea, is about fourteen.  Her name means 
ά.ƛǊŘ DƛǊƭΦέ  /ƘŀǊōƻƴƴŜŀǳ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ŏƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΗ 
 

Fort Mandan, February 11, 1805 
I help Sacajawea dig roots to eat.  She also gathers plants for medicine.  One day she made 
pemmican and gave me a piece.  I ate the dried meat in it but spit out the nuts and berries.  
Phooey! 
Sacajawea is a mom now and I have a baby to watch over.  She named her baby Jean Baptiste 
/ƘŀǊōƻƴƴŜŀǳΦ  /ƭŀǊƪ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƘƛƳ άtƻƳǇŜȅέ ƻǊ άtƻƳǇΦέ  ²ƛƭƭ ƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ά¦ƴŎƭŜ {ŜŀƳŀƴΚέ 
 

Lemhi River, August 1805 
Sacajawea told us how the Hidatsas had kidnapped her from the Shoshones when she was just a 
little girl.  When we met up with a party of Shoshones, Lewis and Clark bought thirty horses 
from them.  When we were led to Shoshone chief Cameahwait, Sacajawea recognized him as 
her brother!  Sacajawea cried with joy.  And I cried too. 
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Lewis and Clark and Me: A Dogôs Tale by Laurie 

Myers  

 
 
I saw another squirrel.  And another.  I could not believe my eyes; hundreds of squirrels were 
crossing the river.  The water up ahead was almost black with them.  Every muscle in my body 
tightened to full alert. 
 
Lewis was on the other side of the boat, talking to two of the men.  I turned to him and barked. 
 
ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘΚέ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ 
 
It is impossible to describe the urge I felt.  It was as strong as anything I had ever known.  I had 
to get those squirrels. 
 
I barked again.  Lewis scanned the water ahead. 
 
ά[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴΦ  ά{ǉǳƛǊǊŜƭǎ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΦ bƻǿ ǿƘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΚέ 
 
άCƻƻŘΚέ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘΦ 
 
[Ŝǿƛǎ ǇŀǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΦ  ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƛŎƪƻǊȅ ƴǳǘǎ ƻƴ ōƻǘƘ ōŀƴƪǎΦέ 
 
άaƛƎǊŀǘƛƴƎΚέ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ 
 
[Ŝǿƛǎ ƴƻŘŘŜŘΦ  άaŀȅōŜΦ  hǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ςά 
 
L ōŀǊƪŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǉǳƛǊǊŜƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎΦ  Lǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
matter.  The squirrels were there.  Hundreds of them, right in front of us.  Sometimes men 
spend too much time thinking.  They miss the fun of life. 
 
ά¢ƘŜȅΩŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ǎǳǇǇŜǊΣέ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ƴŀƴ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƳƛƭŜΦ 
 
[Ŝǿƛǎ ƴƻŘŘŜŘΦ  IŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ƳŜΦ  ά[ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻΣ {ŜŀƳŀƴΦ  Dƻ ƻƴΦ  CŜǘŎƘ ǳǎ ŀ 
ǎǉǳƛǊǊŜƭΦέ 
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¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΦ  L ǎǇǊŀƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎΦ  I was going to 
get every squirrel in that river for Lewis.  My webbed feet made it easy.  I reached the first 
squirrel in just minutes. 
 
When it saw me, its eyes bulged with fear.  It tried to steer its sleek, fat body away.  In one swift 
move, I grabbed it by the neck and killed it.  I carried it back to the boat.  Lewis leaned over the 
side and took it from me. 
 
άDƻƻŘ ŘƻƎΦ  CŜǘŎƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
The crew had stopped rowing, and the boat drifted slowly toward the mass of squirrels. 
 
ά[ƻƻƪ ŀǘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ŘƻƎΗέ ȅŜƭƭŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǿŜǊǎΦ 
 
I turned and started swimming again.  I could hear the men cheering me on.  In two strokes I 
was on another squirrel. 
 
άDƻƻŘ ŘƻƎΗέ [Ŝǿƛǎ ȅŜƭƭŜŘΦ  άDƻΗέ 
 
άDƻΗέ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿ ŜŎƘƻŜŘΦ  άDƻΣ {ŜŀƳŀƴΣ ƎƻΗέ 
 
I went.  And went.  hǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊΣ L ǿŜƴǘΦ  L ǿŜƴǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ǿŀǎ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘŜŘΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ 
it lasted.  Maybe one hour.  Maybe four. 
 
All I know is that when I finished there was a pile of squirrels in the boat.  Lewis and the crew 
were laughing and cheering.  All the rŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀǘǘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άDƻƻŘ 
ŘƻƎέ ŀƴŘ άDƻƻŘ ōƻȅέ ŀƴŘ Ψ²ŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŀŘƳƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜǿ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ 
ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƻƪ ƻƴ [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ 
 
That night the men fried the squirrels, and we ate well. 
 

.  . . . observed a number of squirrels swimming the Ohio . . . they appear to be making to 
the south; . . . I made my dog take as many each day as I had occation for, they wer fat and I 
thought them when fryed a pleasant food . . . he would take the squirel in the water kill 
them and swiming bring them in his mouth to the boat . . . 

      --Meriwether Lewis, Sept. 11, 1803 
 
They gathered around.  They touched me.  They whispered about me.  They acted like they had 
never seen a dog before.  Then I noticed an Indian dog standing to the side.  I took one look at 
the animal and realized why they were so interested in me. 
 
That dog could not have been more than twenty pounds.  Newfoundlands can weigh up to 150 
ǇƻǳƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ a large Newfoundland.  If that scrawny dog was the only dog they had seen, 
then I was a strange sight indeed. 
 
ά.ŜŀǊΣέ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ-speaking Indians said. 
 
ά5ƻƎΣέ [Ŝǿƛǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘƭȅΦ 
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The Indian looked at his own dog.  He looked back at me. 
 
ά.ŜŀǊΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 
 
Lewis looked at me and smiled.  Clark was smiling too.  I lifted my head. 
 
άL ƎǳŜǎǎ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōŜŀǊΣέ [Ŝǿƛǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ  [Ŝǿƛǎ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀ ǎǘƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜǿ ƛǘΦ 
 
άCŜǘŎƘΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
I fetched. 
 
ά{ǘŀȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
I stayed. 
 
ά{ƛǘΣέ ƘŜ said. 
 
I sat. 
 
The Indians were impressed. 
 
ά5ƻƎΣέ [Ŝǿƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǇƻƭƛǘŜƭȅΦ  [Ŝǿƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƴƛŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŜ άōŜŀǊέ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ 
to consult with his friends.  Finally, he turned. 
 
ά.ŜŀǊ-ŘƻƎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
[Ŝǿƛǎ ǎƳƛƭŜŘΦ  ά¸ŜǎΣ L Ǝuess you could call him bear-ŘƻƎΦέ 
 
[ŀǘŜǊΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ 5ǊƻǳƛƭƭŀǊŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƻǊǎŜΦ  
¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜ άŜƭƪ-ŘƻƎΦέ  L ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ άōŜŀǊ-ŘƻƎΦέ 
 
The Indian suddenly turned and walked through the crowd to his horse.  He pulled out three 
beaver skins.  He held them out to Lewis. 
 
άCƻǊ ōŜŀǊ-ŘƻƎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎŀǿ [Ŝǿƛǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƴΦ  L ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ [ŜǿƛǎΦ 
 
Lewis looked the Indian straight in the eye ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άbƻ ǘǊŀŘŜΦ  .ŜŀǊ-ŘƻƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦέ 
 

. . . One of the Shawnees a respectable looking Indian offered me three beverskins for my 
dog with which he appeared much pleased . . . of course there was no bargan, I have give 
20$ for this dogg myself ς 

       --Meriwether Lewis 
          November 16, 1803 
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¢ƘŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ 5ƻƎΥ aȅ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [Ŝǿƛǎ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀǊƪ ¢ǊƛōŜ  
by Roland Smith 

 
May 26, 1805 
Today I beheld the Rocky Mountains for the first time.  I could see only a few of the 
snow-covered peaks above the horizon, but with the sun reflecting off them they were 
a wonderful sight to see.  I could hardly contain my pleasure, knowing that we are 
now nearly at the end of the Missouri River, but this pleasure in seeing the mountains 
is somewhat confounded by my fear of crossing them.  I know it is a crime to 
anticipate evil, so I am trying to imagine an easy passage through those peaks. . .  

 

The mountains were whiter and taller than any of us could have imagined, and Captain Lewis 
stared at them until sunset.  He was right to worry about getting through them, but before we 
reached the mountains, we would face a number of other dangers.  Like the lone buffalo who 
stampeded our camp one night. 
 

Since my injury I had been sleeping toward the back of the lodge, next to Captain Lewis, where it 
ǿŀǎ ǿŀǊƳŜǊΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ōǳŦŦŀƭƻ ǎǿƛƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΣ ŎƭŀƳōŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇƛǊƻƎǳŜΣ ǎƳŀǎƘ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ǊƛŦƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳƴŘŜǊōǳǎǎŜǎΦ 
 

What I did hear was Caw! Caw! Caw!  My eyes snapped open at the familiar call, then I heard 
Charbonneau, who had sentry duty that night, shout.  I was up in an instant, scrambling past the 
captains, Drouillard, Bird Woman, and Pomp.  By the time I got through the flap the buffalo was 
charging right through the middle of the camp. 
 

The big brute ran straight for our lodge, where the Captain and the others were still stumbling 
around inside.  I ran at the buffalo head-ƻƴΣ ŀǎ LΩŘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ Řƻ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΦ  Wǳǎǘ 
as we were about to collide, I stepped to the side and ōƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōǳŦŦŀƭƻΩǎ ŜŀǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōŜŀǎǘ 
veered to the left, missing the lodge by five feet, and I went for a wild ride until I remembered 
to unclench my jaws.  When I stopped somersaulting over the rough ground and looked up, the 
buffalo was gone. 
 

άIƛǎ ƘƻƻŦ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŀƴŘ ŀ Ŧƻƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŘǳǊƴ ƘŜŀŘΗέ 
άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƛȊȊƭȅΗέ 
ά[ǳŎƪȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΗέ 
ά¢ƘŜ ŘƻƎ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΗέ 
άL ǎŀǿ ƘƛƳΗ  IŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳƭƭΗέ 
άIǳƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǇǊƛŎƪƭȅ ǇŜŀǊΗέ 
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The captains walked down to the white pirogue with torches to survey the damage.  Everyone 
followed. 
 
ά²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǎŜƴǘǊȅ ŘǳǘȅΚέ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ [Ŝǿƛǎ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ 
 
This quieted everyone down.  The men looked at Charbonneau. 
 
ά¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ōǳŦŦŀƭƻ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǊƻƎǳŜΚέ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ [ewis asked. 
 
άbƻΣ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘΦέ 
 
άL ǎŜŜΦέ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ [Ŝǿƛǎ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƴΦ  ά5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƳŜƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳŦŦŀƭƻ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ŎŀƳǇΚέ 
 
They all nodded. 
 
ά²ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƳƻŎŎŀǎƛƴǎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƘƻƻǾŜǎΚέ 
 

Questions for Discussion  
Laurie Myers and Roland Smith both ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƻƎΩǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ  Iƻǿ ƛǎ {ŜŀƳŀƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
the story as Captain Lewis tells it? 
 

[ŀǳǊƛŜ aȅŜǊǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ aŜǊƛǿŜǘƘŜǊ [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴal just as he wrote them.  
²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ [ŜǿƛǎΩǎ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎΣ ƎǊŀƳƳŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƴŎǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΚ  {ƛƴŎŜ [Ŝǿƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 
educated man, why are his spelling and sentence structure so odd and inconsistent? 
 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ άǇƛǊƻƎǳŜΚέ 
 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ άǇŜƳƳƛŎŀƴΚέ  CƛƴŘ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ wŜŜŘŜǊ 9ǳōŀƴƪΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
the recipe she gives in the back of the book. 
 

Find all three books at the King County Library and read them.  Which one do you like best?  
Which one do you think gives the best description of what it was like to be on the trail with 
Lewis and Clark?  Which one do you think does the best job of sounding like a dog ς if a dog 
could put his thoughts and feelings into words? 
 

wŜŀŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ [Ŝǿƛǎ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ {ǘǳŘȅ DǳƛŘŜΩǎ bibliography.  Take 
ƻƴŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǊŜǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜŀƳŀƴΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǾƛŜǿΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ 
do you think the dog would have to say about it, if he could talk? 
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Activities:  
Getting to Know the Western Indians  

 

    
 

  
     Yellow Owl of the Mandan Tribe   Nez Perce Warriors 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀǊƻƭ !Φ WƻƘƳŀƴƴΩǎ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪ The Lewis & 
Clark Expedition: Join the Corps of Discovery to Explore Uncharted Territory (available at the 
King County Library). 
 
 
Thomas Jefferson wanted Lewis and Clark to learn and report everything they could about the 
Indian nations they encountered.   The president listed more than a dozen topics, among them: 
× The population size of the various tribes 
× The foods they ate 
× The types of shelter they used 
× The languages they spoke 
× The tools they used 
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× The traditions they practiced 
 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ άǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊƛōŜǎΣέ 
ǇŜŎǳƭƛŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀǿǎΣ άǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜǎ ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴǘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅΦέ  
Of course, he was curious about the Western Indian tribes, but Jefferson also realized that if the 
Corps managed to find a practical way to travel by water across the continent, it would be 
helpful to establish friendly relations and trade with the Native American tribes. 
 
So Lewis and Clark, in researching the Indian tribes, acted as ethnographers: that is, they 
observed closely and described the daily behavior of these particular ethnic groups. 
 
You and your classmates can be ethnographers as well! 
 
× Research the Indian tribes the expedition encountered; create a comparative list of their 

languages, lifestyles, and culture. A good starting point for research is the PBS Lewis & 
Clark website at www.pbs.org/lewisandclark όŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άbŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎέύΣ ōǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
tribes have their own websites. 

 
× The expedition had friendly relations with the Mandans, Shoshones, and Nez Perce, and 

tense, unfriendly relations with the Teton Sioux, Chinooks, and Blackfeet.  Why did they 
ƎŜǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘǊƛōŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΚ  Iƻǿ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎΩ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ 
towards Indians different at the end of the expedition from their attitudes in the 
ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΚ  wŜŀŘ ά¢Ƙƛƴƪ !ōƻǳǘ LǘΥ /ƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎέ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ млр ƻŦ aǎΦ WƻƘƳŀƴƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ 
and use it as a starting point for a discussion on what it takes to get to know people and 
see them as individuals, not just as part of an ethnic, religious, racial, or other group. 

 
× Create a hallway mural of a U.S. map with the Lewis & Clark route indicated; paint 

pictures to represent each Indian tribe and place them on the map where the lived at 
the time of the expedition.  For background and suggestions, see the map that 
accompanies this study guide and the map in How We Crossed the West: The 
Adventures of Lewis & Clark by Rosalyn Schanzer (National Geographic Society). 

 
× Jefferson wanted to use the expedition to establish peaceful, friendly relations with 

Western Indians.  Research what happened to the Mandans, the Shoshones, the Nez 
Perce, the Teton Sioux, the Chinooks, and the Blackfeet in the decades that followed; 
Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ WŜŦŦŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΚ 

 
× Interview some members of a local Indian tribe and write journal entries about their 

traditional customs. 
 
× The Mandan and Hidatsa villages formed the main trading center of the northern plains.  

Farmers as well as hunters, these Indians produced large quantities of corn, beans, 
squash, tobacco, and sunflowers.  Sioux, Cheyenne, Crow, and other Plains Indians 
poured into the area at harvest time bringing their goods to trade and putting aside any 
rivalries.  Create a trading post in your classroom; bring in used books, old CDs, small 
toys, and trinkets to trade.  Try using Indian sign language for bartering.  (See page 79 of 
aǎΦ WƻƘƳŀƴƴΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ {ƘƻǎƘƻƴŜ ǎƛƎƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻǊ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
www.inqiruy.net/outdoor/native/sign/index.htm.) 

http://www.pbs.org/lewisandclark
http://www.inqiruy.net/outdoor/native/sign/index.htm
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× Painted Indian buffalo robes told stories through pictures.  Some described a single 

event, such as a battle, buffalo, hunt, or celebration.  Others were like calendars with 12 
pictures in a circle showing one important thing that happened in each of the past 12 
months.  Still others were a year-by-year records of the most important events in a 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƻǊ ǘǊƛōŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ 
years shown in the center. 

 
1) Cut and spread open a brown paper bag.  Draw the shape of a buffalo hide and tear 
ƛǘ ƻǳǘΦ  5ŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ς a single event, a one-year calendar, or a 
record of each year of your life.  You can choose to illustrate actual events or 
ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǊȅ ƻƴŜǎΦ  tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ aŀƴŘŀƴ ƎƛǊƭ ƻǊ ōƻȅ, a tribal 
leader, or a member of the expedition, and draw from that perspective.  Draw in 
pencil first, then with crayon.  Try imitating the Indian pictograph style that can be 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝō όǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊ άLƴŘƛŀƴ ǇƛŎǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎέύΦ 

2) Crumple your paper hide, then flatten it.  Peel the paper from a brown crayon, lay it 
on its side, and rub the entire hide with it, even over the pictures.  Dip the hide into 
ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ǎǉǳŜŜȊŜ ƛǘ ƎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƭŀȅ ƛǘ Ŧƭŀǘ ƻƴ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŘǊȅΣ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
Ŏŀƴ άǊŜŀŘέ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

 
× ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ōȅ ŀ aŀƴŘŀƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ Ƙƻǎǘ ƎǊŜŜǘǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳŦŦŀƭƻ-

skin door.  The smell of buffalo stew in the pot over the fire makes your stomach growl.  
Buffalo skins, hung up to form walls, separate the center of the lodge from the sleeping 
areas.  Baskets, tools, and weapons hang from posts or sit in piles on the floor.  Write 
ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ aŀƴŘŀƴ ƭƻŘƎŜΦ  ¦ǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǎǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ 
then describe the members and what you see, hear, and taste inside their lodge.  Did 
you bring a gift?  How did you communicate?  What did you talk about? 
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Speaking in Sign 
 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ Wŀƴƛǎ IŜǊōŜǊǘΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ Lewis and Clark for Kids: Their Journey of Discovery 

with 21 Activities. 
 

[Ŝǿƛǎ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 5ǊƻǳƛƭƭŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊǇǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜǊΣ άǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴǎΣ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ȅŜǘ ǎŜŜƴΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƛƎƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 
common to the Plains tribes goes back hundreds of years.  You can learn some of the signs 
Drouillard used to speak to the Shonshone! 
 
BUFFALO: Make fists with both hands, leaving the index fingers pointing out and slightly curved.  

Bring your hands to either side of your forehead and tip your curved fingers forward like 
ǘƘŜ ōǳŦŦŀƭƻΩǎ ƘƻǊƴǎΦ 

 
BEAR: Place your hands near your ears, palms facing forward and curve your fingers down so 

they look like round ears. 
 
TIPI: Hold your hands in front of your chest facing each other.  Touch your fingertips together 

and hold your palms far apart, making an angle shaped like a tipi. 
 


